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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1845 edition. Excerpt: . CHAP. IX. Of the Authenticity of Hie Historical Scriptures, in
Eleven Sections. Not forgetting, therefore, what credit is due to the evangelical history, supposing even any one
of the four Gospels to be genuine; what credit is due to the Gospels, even supposing nothing to be known
concerning them but that they were written by early disciples of the religion, and received with deference by
early Christian churches; more especially not forgetting what credit is due to the New Testament in its capacity
of cumulative evidence; we now proceed to state the proper and distinct proofs, which show not only the
general value of these records, but their specific authority, and the high probability there is that they actually
came from the persons whose names they bear. There are, however, a few preliminary reflections, by which we
may draw up with more regularity to the propositions upon which the close and particular discussion of the
subject depends. Of which nature are the following: I. We are able to produce a great number of ancient
manuscripts, found in many different countries, and in countries widely distant from each other, all of them
anterior to the art of printing, some certainly seven or eight hundred years old, and some which have been
preserved probably above a thousand years* We have also many ancient versions of these books, and some of
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