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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Biographical Notice of Nicolo Paganini: With an
Analysis of His Compositions and a Sketch of the History of the Violin The smaller kinds also possessed only
three strings; the larger kind had four; there were also others with five, six, and seven strings. In the middle
ages, the Rebec, called Rubebbe, possessed but two strings. It is the same instrument which in Arabia acquired
the name of Rebab. From the fifteenth century it is found with its three strings. This instrument took nearly the
form of a mandoline; the neck and the body being formed of a single piece, the finger-board being as wide as
the entire instrument, and reaching within a short distance of the bridge. No passage was left for the bow in the
body of the instrument, but the body was very narrow, and the bridge formed a point for the middle string to
rest upon, so that this string could be touched by the bow without touching the others. Like all instruments later
than the fifteenth century, the Rebec was made of four different sizes, the smallest of which was called Discant,
or upper; then followed, in progressively larger proportions, the Alto, the Tenor, and the Bass. The dancing-
master s Kit, of the latter years of the eighteenth century, was all that remained of the ancient Rebec. The Viol
was called Vielle in the middle ages. This is the Viola of the Italians, and the Vihuela of the Spaniards. There
were several kinds. As early as the fifteenth century, one of this kind had a flat belly, and a place for fixing the
strings similar to that of the Guitar. As...
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