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hostess at the farewell party that generals Eisenhower and Montgomery held on the eve of D-Day for the most
senior commanding officers - British, American and Canadian - involved in the landings. Her strict Edwardian
upbringing had taught Stella to mix with older people and keep quiet about anything she overheard. It was this
naturally security-conscious attitude that led to her remarkable involvement in the Second World War. In these
pages, Stella recounts her war story. After leaving art college, she obtained a post in the Drawing Office of HMS
Excellent, Portsmouth. A year later she was commandeered to work for the Technical Publications section of
Supermarine, the designers of the Spitfire. Then in June 1944 she was recommended as the right person to
create an atmosphere of normality to relax the assembled officers at a gathering in a Nissen hut in the forest of
Hursley Park on the eve of the invasion of Normandy. Seventy years on she is now at liberty to share her
experiences.
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