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***** Mine resistant ambush protected (MRAP) vehicles offer an
excellent case study for investigating the current debate over
the Pentagon s approach to developing and fielding irregular
warfare capabilities. MRAPs first gained prominence for their
ability to protect U.S. forces from improvised explosive devices
(IEDs) and because the Pentagon did not deploy them en
masse to Iraq until almost five years of fighting had passed.
More recently, following extraordinary efforts to field more
than 10,000 MRAPs quickly, the program has been criticized as
wasteful and unnecessary. Secretary of Defense Robert Gates
often cites the slow fielding of MRAPs as a prime example of
the Pentagon s institutional resistance to investments in
irregular warfare capabilities. Some irregular warfare
requirements traditionally bedevil the United States-such as
human intelligence-but quickly producing and fielding vehicles
is something the country has done well often in the past.
Moreover, the Pentagon assessed MRAPs as 400 percent more
effective at protecting U.S. troops than other vehicles, and
Congress was eager to pay for them. Thus, the slow fielding of
the MRAPs certainly seems...
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feel monotony at at any time of your own time (that's what catalogs are for concerning if you question me).

-- Ms. Ona Muller
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