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Sunstone Press. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Perfect Paperback. 328 pages. Dimensions: 10.8in. x 8.2in. x
0.8in.Traveling in covered wagons and by train, young Martha Jane Smith (aAectionately called Mattie) and her
family leB Texas in the early 1900s to homestead on the wind-swept High Plains of Eastern New Mexico.
Determination was ignited early in Matties life-beginning with a rattlesnake bite that meant almost certain
death in those days. Not for Mattie! When Mattie was eleven, her mother died. When Mattie was 22, her husband
died from the Spanish Flu, leaving her with three young daughters to rear alone. A second marriage produced
three sons; the first died one day before his first birthday. Matties husband died when the oldest surviving son
was only nine. Heartbroken, the young widow refused to give in to futility or despair. Her dire situation again
fanned the fire of fierce determination. Though others during the Great Depression lost their homes, Mattie-
even as a widow-found a way to buy a house. Whereas others suAered long periods of unemployment, she
landed a job. While many went hungry all across the United States, she found ways to feed her family as well as
others. Many widows depended on relatives during this desperate time, but Mattie took care of her children and
helped other families. Before the Depression was over, Mattie established a business. This was before women
were accepted in the business world. Though she had no roadmap to guide her, Mattie never considered
quitting or turning back. Her business thrived for more than four decades. Matties remarkable life provides a
role model as relevant today as it was decades ago. Remembering Mattie: A Pioneer Womans Legacy of Grit,
Gumption, and Grace is a treasure trove of true stories. Memorable pictures of people and places from the
past...
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